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An Open Letter 



AN OPEN LETTER 


Dear Esther, 

This letter is written to my loving aunt, the 
cheerleader, the protector, and the superior financial 
advisor. It is written for you Esther the adoring 
person who thought the world of me all the times 
although I was the one that had caused problems quite 
frequently in school and elsewhere as a young boy. It 
is written for you Esther to demonstrate my true love 
to you and to state that I will always remember you as 
one of my best aunts. It is written for you Esther my 
dearest aunt, the person that was concerned and who 
did not agree for my departure to another country 
called America. It is written for you Esther because 
you taught me to be a determined individual in all 
my requests and dreams. It is written for you Esther 
the great teacher who gave me excellent and inspired 
lessons in achieving my childhood dream. 

This letter expresses my respect and love to you and 
each member of the Baruch family for dedicating your 
entire life to ensure your nephews and niece becoming 
respectable, polite, and kind individuals. This letter 
indicates and demonstrates your concern for my 
relocation to America, a faraway country without 
friends and relatives. This letter reminds me of your 
concerns and requests to remain and live with you 
in Ioannina. This letter signifies my determination 
and willingness to achieve my childhood dream. This 
letter conveys and emphasizes to you and all others 
my desire for the completion of my dream. This letter 
is written and dedicated to you for being a great and 
loving aunt. 
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This letter presents your life, the life of a worthy 
person, the life of a good person that had demonstrated 
to me your determination and strength to overcome 
most difficulties in life including the hard labor in the 
Nazi’s concentration camps. The liberators and their 
medical staff understood that you were extremely 
sick and they transferred you directly from the 
concentration camps to a hospital for medical care, 
immediately. You returned to your family in Patra 
after spending more than a year in the hospital in 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

This letter summarizes some of our conversations 
and my memories with you and Uncle Joe during my 
last visit to Ioannina from May 24 to May 31 1956. 
I will always maintain these memories for the rest of 
my life. I have been inspired by both of you for being 
great and worthy citizens. Here are my partial and 
memorable conversations from my last visit: 

• The warm welcome I received from both of 
you as soon as you opened the door of your house 
in the afternoon of May 24 1956. The memorable 
coffee chit chat we had and the numerous questions 
regarding my crazy childhood dream. You questioned 
my relocation to America and establishing a new 
occupation and future career on my own. Our walks 
by the lake and our conversations, we had about a new 
life in a faraway country. 

• Your concerns were real and accurate from reading 
Betty’s first letter upon their arrival in New York City. 
Their discussions and meetings with relatives including 
Uncle Joe’s nephew and niece. Their first impressions 
were not as pleasant as were described and presented 
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by the United States Information Office and Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society personnel in Athens. Betty’s 
letter did not state that every individual becomes 
wealthy instantaneously. Betty’s letter stated that life 
in America requires great effort and hard work for 
individuals who are willing to succeed and obtain a 
great professional career. Your concerns were accurate. 
All of us had a good knowledge of life in America. 
We were ready, willing, and determined to face any 
difficulty in our new country. 

• Your concerns regarding the four members of your 
family relocating from a small industrial town to a 
financial and cosmopolitan city. They were moving to 
a city without the knowledge of the English language 
including family relatives or friends. Other concerns 
were related to our financial and employment status 
in a new country. Your questions were: What is the 
process to obtain an employment? What are the 
required qualifications for our employment? Which 
industry are we looking for a job? All your questions 
were resolved with a great effort and assistance from 
the Jewish Organization in New York City. 

• A comfortable and pleasant dinner with Joseph 
Cohen, president of the local Jewish Community. 
Joseph Cohen was an active member of the partisans 
during the occupation of Greece by the Germans and 
he spent several days with us in Patra after the war 
was over. He was interested to know the reasons for 
my relocation to America. We had a brief conversation 
on the subject and he realized that you, Esther, were 
getting emotional so he immediately changed the 
topic. 
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• Your promise that I will always have my bedroom 
available for life whenever I decide to visit or live 
Ioannina. Well, my bedroom has been converted as 
the Foundation’s Board Room. I would like you to 
know that my wife and I have a nice residence and we 
have established a successful and professional life in 
New York City. We are financially independent and 
able to travel around the world. 

• I certainly remember the frequent direct and 
sometimes insistent or demanding offers that you 
made to me numerous times to live permanently with 
you in Ioannina, thus inheriting your wealth after 
your final departure. Your offer was denied many 
times because my childhood dream was a choice of 
my preference. 

• I will never forget our lengthy conversations we 
had all day and most of the evening on May 30 1956. 
These conversations shall never be forgotten. 

I remember Uncle Joe as a truly professional, 
honorable, and respectable individual. He really 
demonstrated his love and respect to your nephews 
and niece. He also understood that my relocation 
to America will allow me to develop improve and 
implement my future professional plans. He had 
lived in America where he had enjoyed life in that 
country. He had fully and totally understood that 
Esther did not want to hear his opinion regarding 
my relocation to America. I will always remember 
him and Uncle Elia as my loving uncles. Uncle Elia 
was a great businessman and an excellent negotiator. 
He was a loving and a very special uncle who treated 
his nephews and niece as the three most important 
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persons in his life. I will always remember him as 
one of the individuals providing the guidelines for 
the garment industry and the negotiation process in 
business. Here are my memories with you: 

a. I will never forget my private conversations 
with Uncle Joe that gave me encouragement and 
inspirations for my new life in America. In our 
conversations, he stated that the opportunity is always 
available improving the technical and educational 
knowledge at any age. I listened to him and followed 
his suggestions. They were private and memorable 
conversations. 

b. I will always have a mental picture of both of 
you escorting me to the bus station for my return trip 
to Patra on May 31 1956. I will also remember our 
lengthy good byes with hugs and kisses from both 
you. Our conversations and my last visit to Ioannina 
will always remain vivid in my memory. 

c. I was well informed that Esther, my father, and 
Uncle Elia never agreed and approved of my childhood 
dream for my relocation to America. It was my first 
dream and I was ready and willing to fully execute 
that dream. Yes, my dream has been successfully 
completed. 

I will always remember the day of May 31 1956. 
It was an emotional day because eleven days later 
(June 11 1956) I was scheduled to travel from Athens 
Greece to my new residence in New York City. The 
city where four members of the Baruch family decided 
to establish their new home. 

Pleasant dreams to all. 

Love always, 

Your nephew David 
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INTRODUCTION 


I, David Baruch, a Holocaust survivor, the son of 
Sabbethai and Rachel Baruch and Esther’s nephew, 
the only living individual of the entire Baruch family, 
decided to prepare this document with an objective of 
presenting Esther’s life story from birth to death. This 
objective can only be achieved by including three key 
and important parts, which are: 

• Describe Esther as Astro’s daughter, and the sister 
of Sabbethai, Elia, Hannah, and Betty. The wife of 
Yaakov Gabai enjoying life in Ioannina, prior to their 
transportation to the Nazi’s concentration camps on 
March 25 1944. Her determination to overcome the 
hard labor until her liberation from the Nazi’s camps. 
The wife of Joseph Gany returning and living, once 
again, in Ioannina. 

• Relate my two memorable and unforgettable 
visits to Esther in Ioannina and Athens including 
an attempt to summarize Esther’s main topics of 
conversation. Report my impressions from our 
journeys to the concentration camps. Chronicle my 
feelings and memories from the first visit to the 
Foundation Joseph and Esther Gany on June 26 to 
June 29 2014. 

• Describe Esther as a member of the Jewish 
Communities of Arta, Patra, and Ioannina. 
Characterize Esther as an independent, strong, and 
determined person willing to accomplish her ideas and 
dreams. Present Esther as the kind and philanthropic 
person for the city and the University of Ioannina. 
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This document is a testament and dedication 
to Esther’s life for establishing the Foundation of 
Joseph and Esther Gany located on Soutsou 26 
Street, Ioannina. The Foundation also demonstrated 
Esther’s gratitude towards the city and University of 
Ioannina and specifically to Panagiota Themeli and 
her daughters for taking care of her during the last 
seventeen years of her life. 

The information for this document was collected 
and researched from the following sources: 

• Family conversations that took place in Patra 
during a daily meal and special holiday dinner with 
relatives and friends. 

• Summer visits and discussions with Yaakov and 
Esther Gabai and later with Joseph and Esther Gany 
in Ioannina. 

• Conversations and meetings with Joe’s nephews 
and nieces the Baruch family had when visiting them 
in New York and California. 

• Research from the internet regarding Holocaust 
events and key dates. 

• Our journeys to the concentration camps of 
Auschwitz and Birkenau the summers of 2002 and 
2015. 

This document has been divided into three parts 
in addition to an open letter, the introduction, and 
the acknowledgement. Each part presents a series 
of events. Each event identifies one single story of a 
family or a person. There are several events describing 
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background information for the Baruch, Gabai, and 
Gany families. Several events presenting an overview 
of the Holocaust, the hiding location, and our visits 
to the concentration camps. Another event has been 
written with data extracted from internet including 
key dates for the Nazis regarding the extermination 
of the European Jews and the Holocaust. The 
entire document is written and presented based on 
memories, conversations and research made before 
and after the Holocaust. All conversations took place 
during several visits in Ioannina and Patra. There were 
additional conversations regarding the atrocious life 
in the concentration camps. Esther described these 
stories to her mother and family members in Patra 
after she was liberated from the concentration camps 
and returned home from Stockholm, Sweden. 

My last visit to Joseph and Esther was in their home 
in Ioannina and prior to my departure for the United 
States in May 1956. My last in-person conversation 
with Esther was in Athens, summer of 1984. These 
conversations will remain vivid and will never be 
forgotten. There were also numerous telephone 
conversations between Esther and her family in New 
York on a regular basis. Every telephone conversation 
was emotional due to Esther’s voice asking for help. 
Esther’s request for help was strictly asking that one 
member of the family permanently return and live 
with her in Ioannina. It was a request that no one 
from the New York family was willing to accept. 
Esther’s decision to create the foundation under the 
name of Joseph and Esther Gany was based on lessons 
taught by her mother, which were “the art of giving 
and sharing,” and several lengthy discussions she had 
with each family member numerous times. 
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Greece - 

Her Birth Country 


Some of this data was collected and summarized 
from various sources of the internet and KIS (Central 
Board of Jewish Communities of Greece) website. 
This chapter presents an overview of selected cities 
of Greece and the history of Greek Jews. The selected 
cities are Arta, Patra, and Ioannina, which were the 
birth cities of the Baruch and Gabai families. 

Greece is a small country located in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Greece has also many and well 
known philosophers like Socrates, Aristotle, Plato, 
and others. The achievements of ancient Greece 
were the foundation of the Western Civilization. The 
origin for the word “democracy” derives from the 
Greek language, and it means that all eligible citizens 
are equally either directly or indirectly responsible to 
participate in the formation of a government. The 
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Ancient Greeks developed the Western Civilization 
and Democracy. The citizens of Athens were the first 
to practice Democracy by assembling in an open- 
air meeting place and raising their hands to cast a 
vote. The great men of learning arose in the Golden 
Age of Greece. Sophocles and Euripides wrote plays. 
Socrates and Plato were the great philosophers and 
orators. Aristotle argued that the earth is round 1800 
years before Columbus. Hippocrates was the founder 
of modern medicine. The Greeks were the great 
merchants, seamen, and fishermen. Athletes were 
revered and the first Olympic Games were played in 
Greece. On a hill called the Acropolis, the Athenians 
built a majestic temple - The Parthenon in honor of 
Athena. 

Greece has a long history of wars that can be traced 
from the Stone Age to modern times, including 
World War II with the Italian War in 1940 and the 
German occupation of 1943. The official language 
is Greek and the religion is the Eastern Christian 
Orthodox. However, the Greek Government allows 
people to exercise other religions. Greece is one of the 
founding members of the United Nations, member of 
EU, NATO, and the WTO. The Second World War 
devastated the country’s economy. Greece enjoyed a 
high standard of living until recently. Greece’s main 
industries are tourism, shipping, industrial products, 
food, and tobacco processing, textiles, chemicals, 
metal products mining, and petroleum. Greece is now 
trying to reverse significant problems stemming from 
a high unemployment rate, an inefficient public sector 
bureaucracy, tax evasion corruption, and low global 
competitiveness. 
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Jews have been present in Greece for more than two 
thousand years. Historically and currently, the Jews in 
Greece were identified into three categories; however, 
every Jew in Greece and around the world has the 
same basic understanding of the Jewish religion. The 
three categories are listed below: 


Sephardic 

Most Jews in Greece were Sephardic and lived in 
the city of Thessaloniki, the city which was to be 
named “Mother of Israel” in the years to come. The 
traditional language of Greek Sephardim was “Judeo 
Espaniol”or Ladino, which is a Spanish dialect. They 
also spoke Greek with a slightly different accent 
than the Greek born citizens. The Sephardic Jews 
in Thessaloniki had several synagogues and each 
synagogue had its own Rabbis. In Thessaloniki, most 
of the Jews were living in a concentrated area and 
enjoying their own customs. 


Romaniote 

The Romaniote Jews are a Jewish Community 
with distinctive cultural features who have lived in 
Greece and neighboring countries for many years. 
They were also known as “Greek Jews” because 
their historic language was “Yevanic” a dialect of the 
Greek language. They didn’t speak Ladino; however, 
they spoke the Greek language as any other Greek 
born citizen. Large communities of Romaniote were 
in Ioannina, Thebes, Chalcis, Corfu, Patra, Arta, 
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Corinth, and the islands of Lesbos, Chios, Rhodes, 
and Cyprus among others. Ioannina has the largest 
remaining Romaniote community not assimilated into 
Sephardic culture. Most Romaniote Jews perished 
during the Holocaust in the concentration camps of 
Auschwitz and Birkenau. 


Ashkenazi 

Ashkenazi Jews, also known as Ashkenazic Jews 
or simply Ashkenazim, are a Jewish population from 
central or eastern Europe. They preserve Palestinian 
rather than Babylonian Jewish traditions and some 
still use Yiddish as their spoken language. In Greece, 
the Ashkenazi Jews were and continue to be a minority 
group. 


The Jewish population in Greece before World 
War II was approximately 70,000 to 80,000 people, 
of which more than 80% lost their lives in the 
concentration camps. After World War II, most 
surviving Jews relocated in Palestine, which became 
the State of Israel, or the United States of America. 
Now, there are approximately 5,000 to 6,000 Jews 
living in Greece with two large communities in 
Athens and Thessaloniki. There are smaller Jewish 
communities remaining in towns such as Ioannina, 
Trikala, Volos, Larissa, Corfu, and others. 

The extermination of the Jews of Europe started as 
soon as Germany attacked Russia on June 22, 1941. 
The United States knew about the mass killing of 
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the Jews as early as July 1941. The American military 
attache in Berlin reported: “The normal procedure for 
the Nazis upon taking over a city in the East is to 
establish local commandos, to separate the Jews and 
to shoot them.” 

On April 6 1941, the Germans invaded Greece to 
prevent the total collapse of their Italian ally. The 
German army entered Athens on April 27 1941. 
Greece was occupied and divided into three zones: 
(a) The Italians occupied Epirus, the Ionian Islands, 
central and southern Greece from Platona line 
southward, and Athens with its strategic position, (b) 
The Germans occupied central Macedonia and a strip 
of land at the eastern edge of Greek Thrace along the 
Turkish border, including Didimotikon, Souflion, and 
Oresteia’s, as well as Crete, the major Aegean Islands, 
and Thessaloniki. (c)The Bulgarians occupied Thrace 
and eastern Macedonia. The Germans identified a 
Greek general as the puppet prime minister of the 
Greek Government and subordinate to the Germans. 
This puppet government had no authority for 
anything in Greece. 
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ARTA 

Geography 

Arta located in the northwestern part of Greece 
is part of Epirus region. Arta is also the seat of the 
Technological Educational Institute of Epirus. In 2011 
the municipality of Arta resulted from the merger of 
five previous municipal units. Arta’s population was 
approximately 43,500 in 2011. 

Jewish information 

Jews were living in Arta since the 11th century 
while the area was under the Byzantine sovereignty. 
The Jewish Community of Arta was one of the oldest 
ones in Greece. In 1920 it was recognized as a “Public 
Entity” and in 1939 the Community was comprised 
of more than 500 members. There was more than one 
synagogue with its own rabbi. Each synagogue was 
open to perform religious services daily including 
Saturday and Jewish Holidays. During World War 
II the Jews had great relations with the Italians 
for approximately three years. On March 24 1944 
Gestapo arrived in Arta and obtained the entire name 
and address listing of each Jewish person living in 
that city. The Nazis arrested 352 Jews and very few 
managed to escape. Together with the Jews from 
Preveza they were taken to Athens on April 2 1944. 
Several days later the Jews from Arta and Preveza 
were sent to the concentration camps and most were 
put to death. However, 28 escaped the deportation by 
hiding in surrounding villages. There were 30 persons 
returned from the concentration camps. In 1947 the 
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Jewish Community of Arta had 60 members and in 
1959 the Jewish Community was officially dissolved 
and most of the members moved to Athens or Israel 
or United States of America. 

Family information 

Arta is the town where Isaac and Astro Baruch, their 
sons and daughters were born, educated, and lived. 
In the same city, each member of the Gabai family 
was born, lived, and educated. Fifteen members of 
the Baruch families and three members of the Gabai 
family perished in the concentration camps. Their 
names have been recorded in the internet archives 
under kkjsm.org. In August 2002 Gail and David 
visited the concentration camps of Auschwitz and 
Birkenau where they saw the Baruch, Gabai, and Elias 
names in a hand-written log of prisoners. The log was 
displayed in a glass enclosed table and was visible to 
any visitor; David looked at the log and recognized 
the names of each family. It was an emotional moment 
and will remain in his memory. 
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Arta is the birth town of members from the Baruch and Gabai families. 
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PATRA 

Geography 

Patra is David’s birth town. It is also one of the first 
cities in which the Greek Revolution against the Turks 
started on March 25 1821. The words “freedom”, 
“democracy”, and “independence” are words that were 
taught and well understood by the students of this 
historic town. These words are in a way engraved 
in their soul and mind since the early years. Patra is 
the regional capital of western Greece in northern 
Peloponnese with a population of approximately 
214,000 inhabitants in 2013; however, its population 
was 100,000 in 1950. It is located approximately 
225 km southwest of Athens. The city is built at the 
foothills of Mount Panachaikon, overlooking the Gulf 
of Patra. This city uses the main port for exporting 
agricultural produce to other countries. 

The city is divided into the upper and lower sections 
connected with roads and broad stairs. The upper 
section is the older and more picturesque section. In 
1858 the city plan identified and developed a variety of 
squares which provided a beautiful view. Patra was one 
of the country’s business and manufacturing centers. 
It was the city for several large manufacturers of 
textile, tobacco, and spirits thus employing thousands 
of people. Unfortunately, most of these manufacturers 
have since been relocated to other countries. Now, the 
city has several universities. 
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Jewish information 

The Jewish presence in Patra dates to antiquity. 
However, due to numerous events in Greece, they left 
the city several times and returned most recently after 
the Greek Government was formed in 1832. Patra 
became the destination of Jews from Zakynthos, Arta, 
Preveza, and Corfu. In 1905 the Jewish Community 
officially was recognized by the Greek Government. 
In 1923 there were 50 Jews in the city. 

Prior to Holocaust and in October 1940 the city 
of Patra had 347 Jewish persons with a synagogue 
and a rabbi. In late August or early September 1943 
and a few days before the Jewish New Year (Rosh 
Hashanah) the Germans issued orders but they did 
not initiate the transportation of the Jews until March 
1944. The Germans were only able to transport 12 
families to the concentration camps. By then most 
of the Jewish families had left the city and were 
hiding in the outskirts and nearby mountains. They 
returned to the city after the liberation of Greece by 
the English army in 1944. After the liberation, the 
Jewish Community had 247 members. At the end of 
1956 their number was reduced to less than 80, in 
1958 they were 37 persons, and 19 were registered in 
1967. Most of them went to Athens, Israel, and the 
United States of America. The Jewish Community 
of the city was officially dissolved in 1980 and the 
synagogue’s artifacts were transferred to the Jewish 
Museum of Athens. 
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Family information 

The Baruch family relocated from Arta to Patra 
after the death of their father Isaac Baruch. Sabbethai 
and Elia Baruch had two textile stores. Sabbethai 
married a lady from Corfu named Rachel Zadick 
and they had three children. Sabbethai oldest sister, 
Hannah, married a man named Yaakov Zadick and 
lived in Patra. Yaakov Zadick was the brother of 
Rachel Zadick. The second sister, Esther, married a 
man named Yaakov Gabai and they lived in Ioannina 
where he had established his business as a hat maker. 
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Patra is the birth town of David, Estelle, and Isaac Baruch. 
Patra is also the town where 
the Baruch family lived until late 1960’s. 
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IOANNINA 

Geography 

Ioannina is the capital and the largest city of Epirus. 
The city is located 450 km northwest of Athens, 
290 km southwest of Thessaloniki and 80 km east 
of the port of Ignominies in the Ionian Sea. As per 
the Greek Government statistics, the population was 
approximately 112,500 in 2011. This city has a long 
history of wars like any other city in Greece. Its history 
starts from Byzantine period to early Ottoman period 
to the Period 1830 -1943. Currently notable city 
locations are the “Castro” and the “Isle of Pamvotis” 
where young and old spent their leisure time in the 
various restaurants, coffee shops and museum of Aly 
Pasha. 


Jewish information 

The Jewish Community in Ioannina started as early 
as 70 AD. A synagogue was destroyed in the 18th 
century with an inscription that dated back to the 9th 
century AD. The current synagogue was built in 1829 
and on the same location in the city of “Castro” at 16 
Houstonian Street. This city had 1,950 Jews prior to 
the Holocaust. However most of the deported people 
were murdered on or shortly after April 11 1944 
when the trains arrived in the concentration camps. 
Esther and her husband Yaakov were among the 
deported. Only 181 Jews survived after the Holocaust. 
Currently the membership of the Jewish Community 
of Ioannina is approximately 50. 
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Family information 

Yaakov and Esther Gabai moved to Ioannina after 
their wedding and their home was located at Soutsou 
44A Ioannina. Yaakov had established his own 
business prior to his wedding with Esther. They were 
enjoying a comfortable life style and they had great 
social relationships with Jewish and Christian friends 
and associates. They frequently visited their families 
in Arta and Patra spending the Jewish Holidays in 
either city. 



from in 1936 until her death in 1999. 

The headquarter of the Foundation Joseph and Esther Gany 
is located at Soutsou 26 Ioannina. 
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Families - 
Origin and 
Occupation 


Overview 

This section presents an overview of each member 
of the Baruch and Gabai families regarding their 
education, occupation, and social and professional 
relationships. 

BARUCHFAMILY 

Isaac and Astro Baruch 
inArta ( est . 1880 - 1926) 

Isaac and Astro Baruch were born, received their 
education, and lived in Arta. Their marriage was 
accomplished through an introduction. Isaac was a 
textile business man. He had a store of textile material 
of silk, wool, and cotton material for men and women. 
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He was a good man and true orthodox Jewish person 
and did not work on Saturdays and Jewish Holidays. 
Isaac and Astro attended the public schools in Arta 
together with their Christian friends. Isaac was the 
responsible individual to teach his sons the religious 
and business responsibilities including work ethics. 
Astro was the housewife and was responsible to 
teach her daughters cooking, housework, and the “art 
of giving and sharing”. She never had any business 
experience. The couple lived a simple, comfortable, 
and religious life with their friends and families. They 
were not wealthy but financially independent. They 
had two sons and three daughters who lived in the 
same household. 

Sabbethai was the oldest son. He was born and 
lived in Arta until his father’s death. He attended 
the elementary school in Arta and he followed his 
father’s business in the textile industry. He was a 
tall, slender, and presentable individual. He was also 
self-disciplined, secure, and independent. He was an 
accomplished business person and he had the vision 
to foresee the styles, colors, and designs for women’s 
textile from one season to the next. That vision gave 
him the advantage not only buying the material in 
advance with better prices but also presenting his 
ideas to the existing and prospective clients, thus 
becoming known to the clients as a retail store with 
future styles for women’s merchandise. 

Hannah was the oldest daughter. She was born in 
Arta and she had the same education as her brother. 
She did not work as a single girl. She assisted her 
mother with housework and cooking. She also learned 
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to be a dressmaker with the teaching assistance from 
family and friends. She volunteered to make dresses 
and suits for her relatives and neighbors. Hannah was 
a tall and good looking lady. 

Elias was the second son. He was also born and 
lived in Arta until his father’s death. He attended the 
same elementary school as his older brother. Father 
and sons worked together in the textile industry 
and they had a store. The father ensured that his 
sons followed the Jewish religion and they were as 
observant as he was. The sons always obeyed and they 
respected their father. Elias was a low-key business 
person and he had the art of selling anything to an 
existing and prospective client. Elias had a vision 
to instantaneously design a dress or a suit for any 
woman based on the fabric and color of the material 
thus giving him the advantage of generating more 
and better sales for the store. 

Esther was the second daughter and lived in Arta. 
She had the same education as her older sister Hannah 
and she lived in the same household with the entire 
family. 

Berlina (hereafter called Betty) was the youngest 
daughter. She was born and lived in Arta until the 
death of her father. She attended the elementary 
school in Arta until the departure of her family to 
Patra, where she attended high school. Betty was the 
studious individual and she was interested of becoming 
a teacher of either philosophy or mathematics. 
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Baruch family in Patra (est. 1926 - 1956) 

Astro was the mother and the voice of the family. 
She had earned the respect and trust from her sons 
and daughters. She was a beautiful lady and she was 
always dressed in black after her husband’s death, as it 
was the custom at that time in Greece. She loved her 
family and they loved her. She was a truly respectable 
individual by any person who knew her. At her sons’ 
request, Astro approved the relocation of the family 
from Arta to Patra after the death of her husband. 
The purpose of the relocation was to expand their 
business and to live in a more affluent town. Patra 
was and continues to be the third largest city in 
Greece after Athens and Thessaloniki. Betty had also 
the opportunity to attend high school in Patra. She 
was an excellent student and achieved good grades 
in mathematics, philosophy, and Greek history. Patra 
had a small Jewish community with a synagogue and a 
Rabbi. The synagogue was open for religious services 
every Friday night, Saturday, and Jewish Holidays. 
The family moved into a comfortable house. The 
brothers were good friends and business partners. 
They also continued the same line of business thus 
creating the opportunity to open a second store for 
wholesale and retail business. 

Several years later Sabbethai married a Jewish 
lady named Rachel Zadick. She was born educated 
and lived in Kerkira (Corfu). Her parents’ names 
were David and Havoula Zadick. Her father had a 
wholesale textile store and he was importing wool and 
silk material from Italy and U.K. It was a marriage 
by introduction and Rachel moved to Patra living in 
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the same household with the Baruch family. They had 
two sons (Isaac 8c David) and a daughter (Astroula). 
Unfortunately, Rachel died in the middle nineteen 
thirties. 

Hannah married ajewish man named YaakovZadick. 
He was born, educated, and lived in Kerkira (Corfu). 
Once again, it was a marriage thru introduction 
and they lived in their own household in Patra. His 
occupation was a textile merchant and he had his 
own store selling silk, wool, and cotton material for 
men and women. Yaakov was the brother of Rachel 
Zadick, who was the wife of Sabbethai Baruch. They 
had no children. 

Elias was the second son and he was living in the 
same house with the family in Patra. He was the 
serious but kind and loving uncle. It was a requirement 
by local procedures that students could not go to 
cinema or theater at night without the presence of 
a family member and without a written permission 
from the principal of the school. Elias had a special 
interest and he loved the theater. He always reserved a 
box for an entire season thus attending a show in the 
local theater once a week. The principal of the high 
school granted him a written permission and he was 
taking his nephews, niece, and sister to the theater, 
once a week. Occasionally with good behavior there 
was a special treat of cake and hot milk following the 
theater. 

Betty continued her education in Patra. She attended 
and graduated from high school with honors. She was 
an excellent student in mathematics, philosophy, and 
Greek history. She lived with her family and helped 
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her mother with housework and cooking. Betty also 
became the unofficial and the best individual to take 
over the responsibilities of a mother for her nephews 
and niece. She was instrumental for the education of 
the children. The grandmother was the loving person 
and she was totally occupied with her grandchildren. 
She provided her grandchildren and children with 
love and affection, hugs and kisses which were the best 
nutrition of the day. Astro had some heart health issues 
and many times she avoided to take the prescribed 
medicine. Her doctor was aware of her excuses. He 
was not only the doctor but also an extremely kind 
individual who made every attempt of persuading 
her for the importance of taking the medicine. She 
never complained and she was telling her children 
and grandchildren that she will take the medicine 
after she feels better. Following long standing health 
issues, Astro died in Patra on January 16 1951. Several 
years later Betty with her two nephews and niece left 
Greece and relocated to New York City in 1956. 

GABAI FAMILY (1881 1944) 

The website of Kehila Kedosha Janina states that 
the Gabai family consisted of two sons and one 
daughter in addition to the parents. All of them were 
born and lived in Arta. The father’s occupation was 
hat maker. The father had his own store and he was 
manufacturing hats for wholesale and retail in Arta. 
The father’s name was Samuel and he was born in 
1881, the mother’s name was Jafeiro and she born in 
1886. The oldest son’s name was Yaakov and he was 
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born 1904. The second son’s name was Moises and 
the daughter’s name was Rachel. The entire Gabai 
family was transported to the concentration camps 
and unfortunately all of them were sent to the gas 
chamber except for their daughter who survived. 
After the liberation, Rachel was sent to a hospital 
in Stockholm Sweden where she met her sister-in- 
law Esther. Rachel and Esther after their full health 
recovery returned to Greece. Rachel moved to live in 
Israel shortly after she returned to Greece. 
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Esther’s Life 
in Arta & Patra 


Overview 

This section presents Esther’s life from the day 
she was born until her marriage to Yaakov Gabai 
sometime in 1936. It also describes a typical Jewish 
arranged marriage vs. the actual events that took place 
for the marriage of these two individuals. Once again, 
the descriptions of the entire section are based on my 
memory and conversations with various members of 
the Baruch and Gabai families in Patra and Ioannina. 


Her arrival in Arta 

On May 2nd 1912, the Baruch family welcomed 
another daughter in their household named Esther. 
She was an addition to her two brothers Sabbethai 
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and Elia and her sister Hannah. She was born by 
humble and religious parents whose names were Isaac 
and Astro Baruch. The family never had one single 
picture of the father due to his religious belief. He did 
not welcome the doctor’s advice to take the prescribed 
medicine because he believed the medicine was not 
kosher enough for him to take it. Isaac was also a 
business person and he had a textile retail store. The 
couple had a total of two (Sabbethai Sc Elias) sons 
and three (Hannah, Esther ScBerlina) daughters. The 
couple divided their responsibilities into two parts 
where the father had the leadership to teach his sons 
the religious and business obligations and the mother 
to provide the initial steps of the social and moral 
accountability to her daughters. This information 
is based per my memory, conversations with my 
grandmother, and the unwritten local customs at that 
time. 

Each member of the entire Baruch family was born, 
educated, and lived in Arta. Each son and daughter 
obtained the same basic education as any other person 
on that specific timeframe. The basic education 
included elementary and high school education. It was 
customary that the daughters assisted their mother 
with cooking and house cleaning. However, Esther 
expanded her horizon by learning and becoming 
a dressmaker. Relatives and neighbors gave her the 
initial understanding for the preparation of a dress. 
She was determined to become a dressmaker. She tried 
to analyze each step to understand the dress totally 
and fully making process. Esther had also the ability 
to design dresses and coats by looking at a magazine 
photo of a woman against the fabric of the dress 
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or the coat. She had a great intuition for designing 
dresses. She obtained her experience by volunteering 
her work to make dresses, suits, and coats for relatives 
and friends. She taught herself needle point and 
embroidery. 

Esther was surrounded by a group of Jewish and 
Christian young ladies including several cousins 
from the Baruch families. This group of young ladies 
spent their leisure time by going to a movie, taking a 
walk in a local park, or getting together in someone’s 
home for the afternoon. The family lived in Arta until 
the death of their father Isaac. Sometime after their 
father’s death the family relocated to Patra where the 
sons established their textile business and their new 
home. 


Jewish arranged marriage 

This paragraph presents an outline of a typical 
Jewish arranged marriage of the 1900’s and later years. 
The information for this paragraph was collected 
from three sources (a) my personal understanding 
and knowledge (b) conversations that were overheard 
from my grandmother (c) discussions with several 
people from the Patra Jewish Community. A typical 
Jewish arranged marriage consists of three key 
participants, (a) The parents of the prospective bride 
called the “Mother of the Bride”, (b) The parents 
of the prospective groom called the “Father of the 
Groom”, (c) One or multiple senior members of the 
local community called the “Matchmaker”. It is worth 
mentioning that occasionally the Rabbi or Rabbi’s 
wife provided additional information. The outline 
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can be summarized into six distinct and critical steps, 
which are listed below: 


Matchmaker 

The Matchmaker for the typical Jewish arranged 
marriage initiates the process or conversation by 
identifying the individuals as the prospective groom 
and bride. The Matchmaker establishes the strategy 
for introducing the prospective individual to the 
Mother of the Bride or the Father of the Groom. 
They are collecting and verifying the critical data 
such as age, occupation, religion, and family status. 
They must confirm and verify their data with the 
local Rabbi. The verification is totally completed 
prior to scheduling the initial meeting with one of 
the families. 


Initial meeting 

The Matchmaker requests a meeting with the 
Mother of the Bride or the Father of the Groom. 
They outline the purpose of the meeting which was 
the initial discussion for a possible marriage of the 
prospective couple. The meeting takes place in the 
family’s home and the Matchmaker emphasizes the 
quality of the prospective individual including the 
family’s reputation in the local Jewish Community. 
The Matchmaker makes every attempt to understand 
if the target individual is interested for the prospective 
marriage before they leave the meeting. She/he also 
tries to schedule another meeting either with the 
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same or any other related person from that family. It 
signals a failure of the possible marriage if the target 
individual delays or refuses to agree for the next 
meeting which is a critical step for the Matchmaker. 


Data verification 

Each family review and verify the data with relatives 
and friends, if they are interested to proceed with 
the suggested arranged marriage. It is important 
to emphasize that the local Rabbi must provide the 
final confirmation and verification of the data. There 
is a lengthy discussion with the specific individual 
whenever the target individual displays an interest for 
the prospective union. The key of this discussion is to 
ensure that this individual bride or groom is interested 
to proceed with a possible marriage. The individual 
may request a meeting with the other person if there 
is an interest for a possible marriage. The meeting 
takes place in someone’s house and in the presence of 
the Matchmaker or a senior member of either family. 


Meeting of prospective persons 

It is understood that the arranged marriage is almost 
complete when the prospective individuals agree to 
meet. It is customary that the gentleman brings a 
symbolic gift for the lady during the first meeting. 
The symbolic gift can be a box of sweets, flowers, or 
something else. The result of this meeting can become 
the beginning of a long relationship or a failure. 


47 


ESTHER S STORY 


Meeting of both families 

Upon total agreement and approval of the above 
steps, the families meet in the presence of the 
prospective individuals and Matchmaker to finalize 
the details including a wedding date and the girl’s 
dowry. The girl’s dowry has been discussed and 
agreed with the Matchmaker and both families prior 
to their joint meeting. Upon completion of these 
details the families announce the engagement of the 
prospective bride and groom including their wedding 
date. During this meeting presents may be exchanged 
between the prospective bride and groom and their 
families as a sign of an engagement. 


Engagement 

The engagement of the prospective bride and 
groom is announced by either or both families. The 
bride’s family is usually hosting the engagement party. 
During the engagement party gifts are exchanged 
between groom and bride and from their families. 
The families may also invite relatives and friends to 
attend the engagement party and wish well to the 
prospective bride and groom and their families. 
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Relocation to Patra 

This paragraph describes, to the best of my 
knowledge, the actual events that took place for the 
arranged marriage between Yaakov Gabai and Esther 
Baruch. After the Baruch family relocated to Patra, 
Esther developed new relationships with Jewish and 
Christian young ladies. The new circle of young 
ladies was enjoying a simple, polite, and relatively 
comfortable life style, which was appropriate to the 
local customs at that time. Esther continued her 
relationship with several individuals from Arta via 
correspondence. Esther was also an attractive lady and 
she had a good education including her experience 
as a dressmaker, which was an extra qualification. 
Several friends and relatives from Arta identified an 
approach for introducing Esther to Yaakov Gabai. 
Relatives collected the initial information of Yaakov 
Gabai regarding his age, religion, occupation, and 
physical appearance. The data was verified with 
the local Rabbis from Arta and Patra. Upon total 
confirmation and verification of the data, these 
individuals contacted the Gabai family and they 
discussed the possible union of Yaakov and Esther. 
The Gabai family approved the suggested union. 

The same individuals contacted Astro and the 
Baruch brothers regarding the possible union of 
Yaakov to Esther. The Baruch and Gabai families 
had known of each other when they were living in 
Arta. Both families were of Jewish persuasion. Yaakov 
Gabai was born in 1904, educated and lived in Arta 
with his family. 
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The Baruch family verified the information with 
the local Rabbi and they discussed the prospective 
marriage with Esther. Astro, Sabbethai, and Elia 
Baruch emphasized to Esther that the marriage to 
Yaakov means an agreement to relocate to Ioannina 
after the marriage. The Baruch family notified these 
individuals to proceed with the next steps after 
they had received Esther’s total understanding and 
agreement. 

These individuals notified the Gabai family in Arta 
and they scheduled a meeting of the two families in 
Patra. Prior to the meeting of both families, Yaakov had 
arranged with another local Jewish person to specify a 
location where Esther with a group of friends will be 
sitting so that Yaakov can walk through and see her. 
This arrangement was successfully completed. Yaakov 
Gabai travelled to Patra by himself for the purpose to 
meeting the Baruch family including Esther. During 
that meeting the Baruch family and Yaakov discussed 
the final details and an agreement of the prospective 
marriage of Yaakov and Esther. 

Yaakov Gabai notified his family in Arta and all 
concerned personnel accordingly. The Baruch and 
Gabai families scheduled the engagement date that 
took place in the Baruch household in Patra. The 
engagement was followed by a party and an exchange 
of gifts from the two families and friends. During 
the same time the families agreed on the wedding 
date that took place in Patra’s synagogue with the 
local Rabbi. The local Rabbi in Patra performed the 
marriage and the approximate timeframe was in 1936. 
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Esther’s life 
with Yaakov Gabai 


Yaakov was a tall and physically strong young 
gentleman. He was a responsible individual and 
he decided to open his own business in Ioannina 
thus establishing another store of the same line of 
business as his father; however, it was his personal 
and independent business. Yaakov moved to Ioannina 
several years before he was introduced to Esther. 
Yaakov stated to both families that he wished to live 
in Ioannina because that was the city where he had 
initiated his financial and personal relationships and 
independence. 

After their wedding, Yaakov and Esther moved in 
their own home located at Soutsou 44A in Ioannina. 
Yaakov was taking care of the business while Esther 
maintained and rearranged the house decor. They 
lived a comfortable life and they cultivated a group 
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of personal and professional friends. They were also 
busy with their families and relatives in Patra and 
Arta. They cultivated new relationships based on 
trust by friends and relatives. They became members 
of the Jewish Community and they attended religious 
services. They were financially independent. They had 
their Jewish and Christians friends thus establishing a 
good social and professional life. The couple travelled 
to Arta and Patra visiting their respective families. 
Esther’s sister Betty together with the nephews and 
niece visited them during the summer in Ioannina. 
They had no children. The couple spent the Jewish 
Holidays with their respective families either in Patra 
or Arta. Ioannina had a rather large Jewish population 
with two synagogues and Rabbis. 

Yaakov respected and loved Esther and her family. 
Esther also loved him and his family. He was a hat 
maker and he loved to make special school hats for 
his nephews and a very special hat for his niece. He 
was an excellent uncle and he bought gifts and toys 
for his nephews and niece. The niece and nephews 
certainly took advantage of the situation and his love. 
Esther and Yaakov were extremely pleased to welcome 
the family in Ioannina as frequently as possible. 
Esther was David’s godmother and she had a special 
admiration for this active and energetic boy. It was a 
mutual admiration for each other. 

In the city of Ioannina, the Jewish people were 
the minority. Their Christian’s friends treated 
honorably and respectfully. However, following 
Greece’s occupation by the Germans, the Jewish 
people were living with fear and great difficulty due 
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to the well-known fact that Hitler was determined 
to exterminate all Jews from Europe. There were 
frequent communications between the Baruch and 
Gabai families regarding Hitler’s satanic plan to 
eliminate all Jews from the occupied European 
countries. Yaakov and Esther lived in Ioannina from 
their wedding date until March 25 1944. 


ESTHER’S FAMILY IN PATRA 



Esthers mother Astro and her sister Betty (Berlina) 
Astro was a loving mother and grandmother. She adored 
her children and grandchildren. Astro made every effort 
to persuade Yaakov and Esther Gabai to remain in hiding 
during the Holocaust, however against her wishes they 
decided to return to loannina. Astro was born in Arta and 
died in Patra on January 16 1950. Esthers sister Betty 
relocated to America in 1956 and married Sam Elias. Sam 
and Betty died in New York City. This picture was taken on 
Esther and Yaakov Gabai s wedding day in Patra in 1936. 
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Esthers sister Hannah 


and her husband Yaakov Zadick 
Hannah was the oldest of the three sisters. She married a 
man from Corfu named Yaakov Yadick in Patra. They had 
no children. His occupation was a merchant in the garment 
industry and they lived in their own home in Patra. 
Unfortunately, they were transported and perished in the 
concentration camps. This picture was taken on Esther and 
Yaakov Gabai’s wedding day in Patra in 1936. 



ESTHER AND IIER RROTHERS 



Esther’s brother Sabbethai in Ioannina in July 1973. 
He was born in Arta on January 1892 and he died in 
Athens on February 24 1 980. 




ESTHER AND IIER SISTER RETTY 



These ladies were dressed in local costumes from Metsovo. 
Betty is the first standing lady on the left side 
and Esther is next to her sister. 

The photo was taken during the summer of 1 940. 



ESTHER AND YAAKOV GABAI 



Their wedding photo in Patra 1936 





Part II 

Esther - 

Holocaust to Liberation 



THE NAZIS BELIEVED 
THEY WERE SUPERIOR 
AND 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE WERE INFERIOR; 
HOWEVER, 

NO RELIGIOUS FAITH IS INFERIOR. 
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Holocaust 

Timeline 


The word “Holocaust” has a Greek origin and it 
means “sacrifice by fire”. Holocaust has been defined 
as a systematic persecution and the murder of the six 
million Jews by the German Nazis who came to power 
in 1933. The Germans believed they were “superior” 
and the Jews were “inferior”. As soon as Hitler came 
to power he initiated a series of events to accomplish 
his barbaric dream to torture and exterminate the 
Jews from the European countries. The Jewish 
population in Europe was almost nine million. Most 
of the European Jews were living in countries under 
the Nazis influence and their policy was to murder all 
Jews from Europe. 

The Holocaust (also called Ha-Shoah in Hebrew) 
refers to the period from January 30 1933, when 
Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany, to May 
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8 1945, when the war in Europe officially ended. 
During this time, Jews in Europe were subjected to 
progressively harsher persecution that ultimately led 
to the murder of 6,000,000 Jews (1.5 million of these 
being children) and the destruction of 5,000 Jewish 
communities. These deaths represented two-thirds of 
European Jewry and one-third of the world Jewry. 

The Germans initiated this project in Poland 
and Hungary by collecting the Jewish people, 
murdering some on the spot and transporting others 
to the concentration camps. Selected key dates and 
information were extracted from the internet. The 
link to the internet is listed below: 

google.com and then type = 

“The History Place - Holocaust Timeline” 


1 . In 1933 Hitler was appointed as Chancellor of 
Germany. He established the Gestapo and opened the 
Dachau concentration camp. At that time, Germany 
had 566,000 Jews. 

2 . In 1934 Jews are not allowed National Health 
Insurance and they were prohibited from getting legal 
qualifications. 

3 . In 1935 Nazis ban Jews from serving in the 
military. 

4 . In 1936 Gestapo was placed above the German Law. 

5. In 1937 Jews are banned from many professional 
occupations including teaching Germans. 
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6 . In 1938 Nazis entered Austria with a population 
of 200,000 Jews. 

7. In 1939 the Nazis forced the Jews to hand over 
all gold and silver items. The same year they entered 
Czechoslovakia with a Jewish population of 350,000. 

8 . In 1940 the Nazis choose the town of Auschwitz 
in Poland and near Krakow to become a concentration 
camp. That year the Nazis invaded France, Belgium, 
Holland and Luxemburg with several thousands of 
Jewish populations. 

9 . In 1941 Birkenau was built to hold up to 100,000 
prisoners. Nazis occupied Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and 
Greece. Simultaneously, the Nazis began the general 
deportation of German Jews. 

10 . 1942 was the beginning of mass killing of the 
Jews from both concentration camps. The British 
Government was informed of Hitler’s intentions to 
exterminate the Jewish people from Europe and did 
nothing. 

11 . In 1943 the Greek Jews were ordered into 
Ghettos and it was the beginning of their deportation 
to the concentration camps. In New York, American 
Jews hold a mass rally in the Madison Square Garden 
to pressure President Roosevelt. 

12 . In 1944 under political pressure President 
Roosevelt creates the “War Refugee Board” and on 
a later date President Roosevelt issues statement 
condemning the German and Japanese ongoing 
“crimes against humanity”. 
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13 . 1945 Russians liberated Budapest freeing over 
80,000 Jews and several days later they liberated 
Auschwitz. The same year U.S. liberated Dachau. In 
the last months of the war the German guards moved 
the inmates by train or on forced marches to prevent 
the liberation of large numbers of prisoners by the 
Allied Forces. The marches continued until May 7 
1945, the day the German armed forces surrendered 
unconditionally to Allied Forces. 


The United States, United Kingdom, and Vatican 
did not take any action to save the Jewish people 
from Greece, although they had total information 
regarding Hitler’s objectives and mentality for 
the Jews. Approximately 20,000 Greek Jews were 
deported from Macedonia and Thrace under the 
Bulgarian zone in February 1943. However, 200 Jews 
escaped this roundup and fled to the Italian zone. 
Thessaloniki was under the German zone and they 
started the transportation of more than 60,000 Jews 
to the concentration camps from March until May 
1943. The Jewish Communities of the other towns 
were monitoring the developments by word of mouth 
and on a regular basis. The Jewish people began 
their preparations for hiding, in case of a mass and 
instantaneous transportation to the concentration 
camps. Esther and Yaakov were in constant 
communication with the Baruch family and they had 
already moved to Patra as a better hiding location. 
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Holocaust 

Period 


In late summer of 1943, Yaakov and Esther decided 
to move to Patra as a better and safer hiding location 
than Ioannina. They made their decision because 
the Germans initiated the transportation of the 
Jews from Thessaloniki to the concentration camps 
to Auschwitz and Birkenau. The Jews of Patra had 
established great relationships with key members of 
the local and state governments who informed them of 
the specific plans the Germans had developed for the 
transportation of the local Jews to the concentration 
camps. The director of the local police department 
was an extremely kind and worthy individual who 
suggested and issued fake personal id cards with 
Christian name and religion at the request of several 
individuals. Each fake id card displayed the religion 
of the individual as Christian Orthodox. That simple 
designation was truly an excellent protection because 
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the Germans had the right to stop any civilian for 
verification of her/his name and religion. 

As soon as the Germans occupied Greece and the 
Jews were informed of their fanatic plans, Sabbethai 
and Elia Baruch identified a hiding location in 
the mountains with the cooperation of a business 
associate. The hiding location consisted of a house 
with four walls, an incomplete roof, a small window, 
and a door. There was no electricity or hot/cold water. 
The house was fully covered with tall branches and 
it could not be seen by any individual except by the 
owner and the Christian Orthodox Priest of the 
village. The president of the village was the owner 
of the house and the surrounding land. The Jews of 
Patra monitored the events via two sources (a) key 
personnel from the local Jewish Community and 
(b) information received by word of mouth. In late 
August or early September of 1943, a few days before 
Rosh Hashanah the Baruch family including Esther 
and Yaakov moved to the hiding location which was 
outside of Patra near a small village named Vrachni. 

Yaakov and Esther Gabai remained in the hiding 
location with the Baruch family and spent the Jewish 
Holidays. The daily life became very difficult as the 
sabotage by the Greek guerilla fighters lead to the 
frequent, nearby passing of the German army. For 
several months, the German army did not issue any 
new information regarding the transportation of the 
Jews to the concentration camps. Esther and Yaakov 
Gabai were uncomfortable living in the hiding 
location and they decided to return to their home in 
Ioannina. Esther’s mother, Astro, spoke and begged 
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her and Yaakov to stay in hiding but her request was 
not successful. Yaakov and Esther left the hiding 
location and returned to their home in Ioannina. 
There life outwardly continued to be almost the 
same but every Jewish person was monitoring the 
events continuously. Based on the latest information 
Yaakov and Esther knew and understood the German 
mentality which was the extermination of the Jewish 
population in Europe, but they hoped for an Allied 
victory before this. The Germans were working very 
fast to execute Hitler’s objectives and in March 25 
1944 they transported the Jews from Ioannina to the 
concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau. 

On March 25 1944, when the Greek Christian 
Orthodox people were celebrating their Independence 
Day for their freedom from the Turkish Empire, the 
Jewish people from Ioannina, Patra and other cities 
were transported to the concentration camps by the 
Nazis. Esther and Yaakov Gabai with approximately 
1,850 Jews from Ioannina and 99 Jews from Patra 
were transported to the concentration camps on that 
day. Some of the local people in Ioannina and Patra 
were sad to see their friends and neighbors treated 
inhumanely by the Germans, but others found the 
opportunity to loot merchandise from the Jewish 
stores and residences. As it is well known the Germans 
transported the Jews in a box train car, being taken 
to the concentration camps. Their journey to the 
camps lasted several days and nights. The Nazis left 
the Jews inside the box car trains without food and 
water, no electricity, and no blankets. Most of the 
people were freezing and many of them died prior 
to their arrival in the camps. They finally arrived 
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in Auschwitz after a very long and terrifying trip. 
Intentionally, the Nazis had scheduled their arrival 
to the camps at night because they did not want the 
Jews to really understand the grounds of the camps 
and their whereabouts. In the concentration camps, 
the transported Jews formed two lines, one for men 
and one for women. Inside the concentration camp, 
Esther met her sister Hannah from Patra and several 
of her cousins with their children from Arta. Hannah, 
who did not have any children of her own, decided 
to take one of her cousin’s children to hold and carry, 
thinking that she might get better treatment from the 
German guards. The Germans separated the women 
into two groups, one with children and one without. 
The women with children were directed towards the 
crematorium and they were exterminated, at once. 
That was the last time Esther saw and spoke to her 
sister Hannah. It was also the last time Esther saw 
and spoke to her husband Yaakov. 

Esther was in a different line from her sister Hannah 
and the Germans found her to be healthy and ready 
for hard labor. Esther’s life in the concentration 
camps was very hard and difficult like any other 
Jewish person. Apparently, Esther was determined 
to stay alive and she displayed her strength and 
the willingness to manage and overcome the hard 
labor and the atrocious living conditions in both 
concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau. 
She became ill several times but she continued her 
daily hard labor because she had the moral support 
and help from her sister-in-law Rachel and several 
other women from Ioannina and Arta. Specifically, 
one woman was from Ioannina who became friendly 
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with Esther and they met after she was liberated and 
returned to Patra. The woman’s name was Fortoni 
and she married Isaac Yohana who was the President 
of the Jewish Community of Patra after Greece was 
liberated from the Germans. Esther was transferred 
back and forth from Auschwitz to Birkenau several 
times until she finally was liberated by the English 
army. The doctors of the English army found Esther 
very sick and they transported her via Red Cross 
ambulance to a hospital in Stockholm, Sweden, 
where, once again, she met her sister-in-law Rachel. 
Esther received the required and appropriate medical 
care for over a year and she eventually returned to 
Patra as a free person and Holocaust Survivor. Daily 
she was telling her mother and family stories from 
the concentration camps. These stories will always 
remain vivid in our minds. 

Yaakov Gabai was a tall and strong individual with 
freckles on his face. Per statistics and unconfirmed 
data Yaakov died in the concentration camps of 
Auschwitz or Birkenau in 1944 or 1945. It is not 
known whether Yaakov ’s death was either caused via 
being gassed on arrival to the concentration camps or 
due to hard labor and difficult living conditions. 
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Return from the Holocaust 

The Allied forces liberated the concentration 
camps in May 1945. The Red Cross transported 
Esther to a hospital due to very poor health condition 
in Stockholm, Sweden. At the beginning of their 
hospitalization, Esther and her sister-in-law Rachel 
were not aware of their whereabouts due to their 
health condition. However, the hospital provided 
information to the Red Cross and several World 
Jewish Organizations regarding the health status of 
each liberated Jewish and Non-Jewish person from 
the concentration camps. This information was 
communicated among other organizations to the 
Central Jewish Community of Athens. The Jewish 
Community in Patra received the good news regarding 
Esther’s health status and location. It was a great day 
for the Baruch family and specifically for her mother 
to hear the good news that Esther was alive although 
sick in a hospital. The Baruch family was not aware 
of Esther’s illness and how long she will stay in the 
hospital. 

The communications between Esther and the 
Baruch family were limited due to the number of 
intermediate steps and procedures each letter had to 
complete. These communications and updates between 
Esther and the Baruch family continued for several 
months. Finally, the hospital approved Esther’s and 
her sister-in-law’s (Rachel) departure from Sweden 
to Athens via the Red Cross. Esther and her sister- 
in-law were together in the concentration camps and 
in the hospital in Stockholm Sweden. Her brother 
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Sabbethai welcomed both ladies in Athens and they 
travelled to Patra for the family reunion. Esther’s sister, 
brothers, and mother were extremely happy to be all 
together. Unfortunately, Esther received a confirmed 
notice from the Red Cross that her husband did not 
survive the concentration camps. It was a very sad day 
for the entire family, although the status of Yaakov 
Gabai was known but had not been confirmed. 
Esther and Rachel returned to Arta and Ioannina for 
their final visit. They realized that their home and 
business had been destroyed. Within a short time, 
Rachel received an offer and she accepted to move 
in a kibbutz in Israel. Esther returned to Patra and 
lived in the same household with the Baruch family. 
Daily the family had several conversations of Esther’s 
life in the concentration camps and in the hospital 
in Stockholm, Sweden. She was pleased that the Red 
Cross transported her to the hospital because she 
received exceptionally good medical care and she was 
fully recovered from the atrocious conditions of the 
concentration camps. These conversations continued 
for several months. During Esther’s return to Patra, 
her mother got very sick and she died on January 16 
1951. 

(The data from the following two short paragraphs was 
extracted from various sources) 


1 . The Foundation Joseph and Esther Gany received 
a letter from Yad Vashem Holocaust Resources 
dated January 22 2015 stating that Esther Gany was 
evacuated to Sweden from Belgium (Bergen Bitsev) 
on June 29 1945. This information was documented 
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in “The International Tracing Service (ITS)” in Bad 
Arolsen which serves victims of Nazi persecutions 
and their families by documenting their fate through 
archives it manages. The ITS preserves these historic 
records and makes them available for research. 

2 . Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue and Museum 
has published names in Memory of the Jewish 
Communities of Greece. The Gabai family names 
were among those names: Samuel ben Yaakov, age 63, 
hat maker. Zafeiro, age 58, wife. Yaakov ben Samuel, 
age 40, son and hat maker. Moshes ben Samuel age 
18, son and hat maker. 
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Joseph Gany 
est. 1942-1950 


This section is written based on conversations 
between Joseph Gany (hereafter will be called Joe 
as Uncle Joe) and the Baruch family. Joe also had 
several conversations with his nephew David after 
their wedding. Joe was born in Turkey in 1898. He 
was truly a professional individual and he kept a low 
profile in his social life. He was an aggressive business 
man. He had his residence and business for many 
years in Ioannina. He was a member of the Jewish 
Community. He attended religious services during the 
Jewish Holidays. He had many Christian and Jewish 
friends and he was financially independent. He was 
also a frequent traveler to Athens and other cities 
for business and pleasure. He had travelled to the 
United States and he became an American Citizen. 
Unfortunately, he lost his citizenship rights because 
he did not adhere to his legal responsibilities issued 
by the United States Government, on a timely basis. 
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Joe knew of Esther Gabai because he had seen her 
in the synagogue and around town but they were 
never introduced and/or spoke to each other. Esther 
had made a very good impression to Joe during her 
marriage to Yaakov Gabai. His relatives were living 
in the United States and Turkey. Joe was hiding in 
Athens and Ioannina during the German occupation 
and the Holocaust. He obtained a fake id card under 
the name of George Ganos. He was well informed that 
the Jewish people were transported from Ioannina 
to the concentration camps on March 25 1944. He 
was obtaining the same information as any other 
Jewish person in hiding. He also knew that Esther 
and Yaakov Gabai were transported with the Jewish 
population from Ioannina to the concentration camps. 
He was also informed that local personnel destroyed 
their home and business. 

Joe was an individual who had great respect and 
feelings for any person. He displayed his gratitude 
and he showed feelings towards the Jewish persons 
returning from the concentration camps by moving out 
of his house to a hotel thus leaving his house available 
to be occupied by a group of single and orphaned girls 
returning from the concentration camps. He introduced 
them to several retail stores and he fully paid for all 
purchased items such as bakery, grocery, clothing, and 
other items for living a respectable and honorable 
life until they had settled their financial situation. 
He contacted the Red Cross, the Jewish Community 
of Athens, and any other Jewish Community around 
Greece regarding Esther’s status and whereabouts. 
He also requested and received detailed information 
about Esther from the women living in his house. 
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At some point of his inquiries, he was informed that 
Esther was hospitalized in Stockholm Sweden and 
she would remain there for several months. Joe was 
getting infrequent updates and he had about the same 
information of Esther as the Baruch family. Several 
months after her liberation, the Red Cross notified the 
Jewish Community of Athens that Esther Gabai and 
her sister-in-law Rachel were alive and hospitalized 
in Stockholm, Sweden. They were in a recovery status 
and the doctors requested them to remain in the 
hospital for several more months. 

Joe maintained open communication lines with 
various persons in Patra and Athens. He had a lot of 
information regarding Esther and the Baruch family. 
He also knew the President of the Jewish Community 
in Patra who was a very good friend of his and Esther’s 
brother Sabbethai. After several months of Esther’s 
arrival in Patra, Joe contacted the President of the 
Jewish Community requesting information regarding 
Esther’s marital status. The President stated that 
Esther continues to be a single widow and she lived 
with the Baruch family in the same household. The 
President was friendly with Esther’s brother and he 
communicated the information to him. Brother and 
sister discussed and analyzed the information but 
Esther refused any further discussion on this topic. She 
told her brother that she knew of Joe when she lived in 
Ioannina. She also expressed her admiration for Joe’s 
professionalism and stated that he was a respectable 
and trustworthy person. The President transferred 
the information to Joe, who apparently did not take 
a “NO” as the right answer. Several months later Joe 
contacted the President of the Jewish Community, 
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once again, requesting the same information. During 
this timeframe of Joe’s requests, the President of 
the Jewish Community of Patra married a woman 
from Ioannina who was friendly with Esther in the 
concentration camps and in Ioannina. The President 
of Patra’s Jewish Community told Sabbethai Baruch 
that Joe continues to be interested in Esther and he 
suggested that his wife communicate Joe’s request 
to Esther in a private discussion between the two 
women. Her brother agreed and the two women met 
several times and discussed Joe’s request and character. 
Finally, Esther agreed to meet Joe in Patra. 

Immediately the president of Patra’s Jewish 
Community communicated the good news to Joe who 
scheduled his trip and arrived in Patra to meet Esther 
and the Baruch family. Esther and Joe had a lengthy 
conversation in a resort area outside of Patra. During 
this lengthy conversation, Joe persuaded Esther and 
she agreed to his marriage proposal. They announced 
their decision to get engaged to the Baruch family 
upon their return home. The wedding took place 
in the synagogue of Patra within one month which 
was the summer of 1950. Almost every member of 
the local Jewish Community attended their wedding 
and wished them well. The president of the Jewish 
Community officiated the wedding because he was 
the acting Rabbi. The wedding was recorded in the 
official records of the city of Patra. After the wedding, 
the couple departed for their permanent home located 
at Soutsou 26 in Ioannina. 
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Esther and 
Joseph Gany 
1950-1962 


Joe and Esther developed a nice social and family 
life in Ioannina. They travelled to Patra and Athens 
frequently to visit the family and business friends. The 
Baruch family and specifically the nephews and niece 
travelled to Ioannina during the summer time. Joe 
described numerous stories living in New York City 
either alone and/or with some members of his family. 
One person can very well get impressed with life in 
New York City vs. life in Patra or Ioannina. Esther 
had some experience of living away from Greece in a 
hospital in Sweden and under different circumstances. 
She was pleased hearing those stories; however, she 
did not want to hear that her nephews and niece one 
day may relocate away from their homeland. 

The living conditions in Greece became rather 
difficult for the Jews. Many Christian Orthodox 
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people did not have a good impression and they 
were not friendly towards the Jewish people. 
Jewish organizations from America and Israel were 
suggesting and recommending the migration of the 
Greek Jews to Israel and/or America. Several Jewish 
persons from Patra and many other cities decided to 
relocate to America including Esther’s sister with 
nephews and niece. Esther was extremely unhappy 
with the idea that her family decided to relocate to 
New York City, a faraway place as their permanent 
residence. On May 4 1956, Betty, Estelle, and Isaac 
Baruch departed Athens for New York City. David 
Baruch completed the Greek Army responsibilities 
and he finally left Athens for New York City on lune 
11 1956. 

The Baruch family was introduced to Joe’s nephew 
and they started a new life. There were frequent 
communications between both families. Sabbethai 
and Elias remained with their business in Patra. 
Unfortunately, Joe became sick and eventually died 
in January 6 1962. Esther’s brother Elias decided to 
move from Patra to Ioannina and assist his sister. 
Several years later Elias died in 1973. Sabbethai sold 
the business in Patra and moved to Athens where he 
died several years later in 1980. The result of these 
events left Esther alone in Ioannina responsible to 
take care of the real estate business and the household. 
Her sister Betty married Sam Elias, and they along 
with nephews and niece visited Esther several times 
in Ioannina. 

Esther visited New York City once in 1971 and spent 
6 to 7 weeks with her family. Esther had numerous 
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conversations with members of her family regarding 
her permanent relocation from Ioannina to New York. 
Esther was extremely uncomfortable living in New 
York because she did not understand the language, 
she did not have her friends and neighbors. Esther 
identified and classified the homes/apartments in 
New York as residence for individuals living in jail 
without guards. Esther decided and returned to her 
permanent home in Ioannina where she spent the rest 
of her life. 
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This photo was taken in 
Ioannina in the Castro on July 
181 954. I visisted Esther 
and Joe in their home prior 
to reportingfor service to the 
Greek Army. 


This photo was taken in 
Tripoli on April 27 1956 
which was the last day of my 
service to the Greek Army. 

I visited Esther and Joe a few 
weeks later in their home prior 
to my departure for America. 


ESTHER’S FAMILY IN AMERICA 



Welcome to New York City Holocaust Survivors 
Betty, Estelle, and Isaac arrived on May 4th 1956. David 
arrived on June 13 1956. This picture was taken in front 
of the first apartment located at 738 East 183 Street Bronx, 
New York in August 1 956. It was the first opportunity for 
the newly arrived family to do some shopping and prepare 
to celebrate the Jewish Holidays in America. The family was 
informed of a Sephardic Jewish Synagogue in the Bronx 
where other Jews from Greece may be attending services. 
The family attended services in the Synagogue and met 
several people from Ioannina. It was an emotional day. 
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Isaac, Estelle, and David 
Esther’s nephews and niece, the children of her oldest 
brother Sabbethai and sister-in-law Rachel. They are 
all Holocaust Survivors. Their hiding location was an 
incomplete house surrounded by tall trees and large bushes 
in Vrachni approximately 40km from Patra. They relocated 
to New York City in 1956 where each person established a 
professional and personal life. Isaac was born in Patra on 
August 15 1 930 and died in New York City the first day 
Rosh Hashanah on October 2 1997. Estelle was born in 
Patra and died during Passover on April 9 2002. 

David was born in Patra on April 27 1 932. 
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Sam and Betty Elias 

Esther s youngest sister Betty with her husband Sam 
Elias, Holocaust Survivors. Sam was transported to the 
concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau and did 
hard labor. He was liberated and returned to Thessaloniki. 
He arrived to New York City after stopping in Havana 
Cuba for several years. He met Betty and they were 
married in New York City. Sam and Betty returned 
to Greece several times visiting Esther in her home in 
Ioannina. Sam was born in Thessaloniki on April 15 1914 
and died in New York City on June 14 2001. Betty was 
born in Arta and died on the second day of Rosh Hashana 
in New York City on September 28 2003. This picture was 
taken on Sunday, February 16 1986. 



PHOTOS FROM IOANNINA 



Yiota, Esther, and Betty 
enjoying a coffee chit chat in Esthers home. 



PHOTOS FROM IOANNINA 



Esther with her sister Betty 
walking out of the hospital in Ioannina. 



ESTHER’S FIRST AND LAST 
VISIT TO NEW YORK CITY 



Esther’s only visit to New York City in 1971. 

Esther had a wonderful time visiting her sister and the entire 
family; however, she did not appreciate the New York life style. 





Part III 

Foundation 



ESTHER BELIEVED AND PRACTICED 
THAT RELATIONSHIPS ARE ESTABLISHED 
ON TRUTH AND TRUST 



FOUNDATION 


Esther’s 

Relationships 


Relationship is the connection of two or more 
individuals of how they feel or behave towards each 
other. Esther’s criteria for her relationships with 
friends and relatives were based on trust, truthfulness, 
and character. 

Esther was a tough but fair individual. She had the 
ability to collect and analyze information in a proper 
and methodical approach. She had the character 
and compassion as an individual to appreciate the 
importance of her relationships. Esther also had 
the distinctive understanding to value an individual 
because she took the time to acquire sufficient 
knowledge for each person. 

As it is well known and understood, the parents 
are always the first and most important teachers for 
giving the proper and correct family education to 
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their children. Esther learned from her mother how 
to be a kind person and therefore she developed and 
maintained excellent relationships with her mother, 
brothers, sisters, nephews, and niece. She loved each 
member of her family and they loved her. She also had 
very good Christian and Jewish friends who respected 
her as an individual and a trusted friend. Esther had 
two (Isaac and David) nephews and one (Astroula 
or Estelle) niece through the marriage of her oldest 
brother and sister-in-law. She did not have any 
nephews and nieces from her first husband Yaakov. 
Her brothers and sisters admired her as an individual 
including for the knowledge and understanding as a 
designer and dressmaker. 

After her marriage to Yaakov, Esther developed 
great relationships with the Gabai family. Yaakov also 
had excellent relationship with the Baruch family. 
They visited his family in Arta and she had frequent 
telephone calls with her sister-in-law who was a single 
young lady. They also visited her family in Patra and 
they spent the Jewish Holidays with their families. 
The Gabai families in Arta and in Ioannina were 
not wealthy; however, they were comfortable and 
financially independent. Esther and her sister-in-law 
met in the concentration camps and were liberated by 
the English army. 

Her husband Joseph had a great admiration for 
Esther even during her marriage to Yaakov Gabai 
and without her knowledge. He was a true gentleman 
and a respected business person in Greece and in 
the United States of America. He always respected 
and trusted Esther and her family before and after 
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their marriage. They frequently visited the family and 
spent the Jewish Holidays in Patra. Uncle Joe had a 
special love and admiration for his niece Estelle. He 
also loved his nephews and welcomed them in their 
home in Ioannina. He treated his nephews and niece 
with great love and trust by introducing them to his 
friends in Ioannina and Athens and to his family in 
New York City. 

As a member of the Jewish Community and 
citizen for the city of Ioannina, Esther was a humble, 
responsible, independent, and respectable person. 
She had a mind of her own and she was determined 
to accomplish her ideas and dreams. She was polite 
and friendly with family, relatives, and friends; 
however, she had a difference of opinion with several 
friends and relatives during her friendship. There is 
no relationship without any difference of opinion. 
She always appreciated honesty and trustworthy 
individuals and she certainly learned and maintained 
her mother’s lessons regarding the “art of giving and 
sharing”, which was one of the many reasons for the 
establishment of the “Foundation Joseph and Esther 
Gany”. 

I, David Baruch, her nephew had maintained many 
memorable visits to Ioannina. I had many family and 
private conversations with both uncles Yaakov and 
Joe. There was a special conversation when I received 
the visa papers and the approval from the Information 
Office of the U.S.A. to travel to America. Uncle Joe 
was extremely pleased to hear the good news; however, 
he was concerned that Esther would be quite upset 
hearing that her special nephew will be relocated to 
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faraway places. Instantaneously Uncle Joe promised to 
Esther that he will introduce me to his nephews and 
their families in New York and they will frequently 
travel to visit both families in the United States of 
America. Uncle Joe had several nephews and nieces 
in New York and California. They were wealthy and 
they had their own homes and real estate business. 
One of his nieces was a licensed Pharmacist and she 
had several Pharmacies and her husband owned Gas 
Stations in California. 
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Last Two Visits 
with Esther 


Win ter of 1980 

My business responsibilities brought me to Athens 
and I decided to surprise and visit Esther in Ioannina 
because I had a free weekend. I flew to Ioannina and 
took a horse carriage arriving at Esther’s home. I rang 
the doorbell and Esther was pleasantly surprised to 
see me. After a long welcome with hugs and kisses, 
Esther prepared coffee with a tray of biscuits, fruits, 
and various cakes and cookies. We had a very nice and 
long conversation. Esther initiated the conversation 
asking numerous questions regarding various topics. To 
the best of my memories I will attempt to reconstruct 
the entire conversation from this memorable visit: 


IOI 


ESTHER S STORY 


Family in America 

Esther was inquiring about the well-being of each 
individual living in New York City. She was repeatedly 
asking the same questions over and over because 
either she did not believe me or she thought that I 
was not telling her the truth. She also asked me about 
the financial status of each person and specifically 
the financial status for Estelle. I reassured her that 
each person of her family is healthy and financially 
independent. Esther was interested to know if we 
have established a happy and pleasant life in a country 
without family members. Once again, I attempted 
to provide and truly give her my honest and direct 
responses to the questions. At the end, I emphatically 
stated to her that each person of the Baruch family 
is enjoying life in New York City and we are also 
pleased that we relocated to this wonderful country 
called America. 


My personal status 

Esther with a wondering expression in her face she 
asked me, Davico where do you live? Please tell me 
the truth, in which city and country do you live? She 
continued to ask this question several times. Do you 
really live in New York City as the rest of the family? 
Do you live in another country? Do you live from 
hotel to hotel? Do you live in one location more than 
a month and where do you really live? My response 
was that my official and legal residence is in New York 
City. I travel for business in various countries quite 
frequently. As per the United States Government, 
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I am an expatriate living and working outside the 
United States, legally. I made every attempt to explain 
my residence status to her because my official business 
residence was in Manila Philippines, New York City, 
or Sydney Australia. She accepted my response with 
hesitation and she gave me the impression to believe 
that I was not a permanent and legal residence of New 
York City as the rest of the family. This conversation 
lasted more than one hour because Esther had great 
difficulties to understand my business and living 
arrangements. She had great difficulty to understand 
the relationship and responsibilities of my business 
and professional assignments versus the frequent 
travels in several countries. It was unthinkable for 
Esther to fully understand that it was necessary for 
me to travel from country to country to totally and 
satisfactory complete my projects on time and within 
budget. It was difficult because in her timeframe 
most of the business transactions were performed in 
the same town. Occasionally an individual will take 
a business trip for several days to a nearby town or 
the business owner will have a telephone conversation 
and he will complete the business transaction. 


Her finances 

Esther was ready and determined to discuss all 
topics and specifically her finances with a trusted 
family person. Esther gave me an oral listing and 
description of her finances. She justified that 
discussion that someone from her family must be 
familiar with everything she has and owns before her 
death. A listing of her finances follows: 
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• The meadow including the warehouse building 
that was divided into two sections. One section was 
the living quarters for Joe’s handy person who was a 
full-time until his death. The living quarters had all 
necessities as a convenient and comfortable apartment. 
The other section was the storage room for Joe’s 
imported business. The meadow was located outside 
the city of Ioannina. Joe took me to the meadow and 
explained to me the business transactions for the 
meadow on an annual basis. That conversation took 
place in May 1956 and the warehouse building was in 
an excellent condition. 

• The corner real estate property which was the 
bakery and near Joseph Cohen’s house. 

• The real estate of her own residence where she 
was living. 

• Esther had an old black leather pocketbook 
with three large envelopes. The pocket book was 
always placed inside a drawer in her bedroom. One 
envelope contained $5,000 in U.S. Dollars consisting 
of $100 bills. Esther asked me to count the money 
in that specific envelope and her count was accurate. 
The second envelope contained over $2,000 in U.S. 
Dollars consisting of $50’s and $20’s bills and once 
again, her count was accurate. The third envelope had 
over 400,000 in local currency (drachmas). She also 
told me that her monthly income was greater than her 
monthly expense. I had two questions for Esther: (1) 
Where and how do you buy U.S. Dollars in this city? 
The answer was that she knew two or three persons 
from the village. They always come to her house to 
convert the U.S. Dollars to local currency. She also 
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told me that she was willing to pay higher premium 
than the conversion rate. (2) Why do you keep so much 
money in local currency? Her answer was that she 
needed the local currency for the conversion to U.S. 
Dollars. The following day two men from a nearby 
village came and Esther bought 5 $100 bills (500) 
in U.S. Dollars. I personally witnessed the conversion 
transaction. 


NOTE: The window shell and the vase for the gold coins were custom 
designed and completed before their wedding by the handy person 
working for Joe. Joe also told me that he was in favor of converting 
local currency to gold coins and/or U.S. Dollars. He stated that he 
was accumulating gold coins on a regular basis. This conversation 
with Joe took place prior to my relocation to America in May 1956. 


• Esther had several saving accounts and certificates 
of deposit with the National Bank of Greece. As per 
her calculations these accounts had a total estimated 
balance of more than $450,000 in U.S. Dollars. 

• The gold coins in a custom designed vase hidden 
in the window shell of her master bedroom. As per 
Esther, there were approximately more than 1,000 
gold coins. In January 2017, and as per New York 
Stock Exchange the value of each gold coin was 
estimated to be $1,200 in U.S. Dollars. 
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Maintenance of her house 

Esther identified and showed me several repairs for 
her house that required immediate attention. She also 
had the knowledge and understanding to classify the 
repairs in must do and nice to do. She was weak and 
she could not go through the effort to employ and 
supervise any repair work for the house. Esther really 
needed a person responsible to provide her with a 
comfortable daily life. The house was not maintained 
for several years and some repairs had to be done 
immediately. 

The following morning, she prepared coffee and 
some biscuits and cookies. We had coffee and both 
of us were silent for several minutes. She initiated, 
once again, the conversation and she finally asked me 
directly what are my personal status and plans. Esther 
gave me a lecture and her suggestion that travelling 
around the world was unhealthy and I should decide to 
settle down and live in a small town such as Ioannina 
with her. She repeated the same conversation several 
times during the two-day visit and she always received 
a negative response. 

Towards the end of my visit, she asked my opinion 
what to do with the real estate, the liquid cash, and 
gold coins. The initial response was donating the 
remaining assets to a Philanthropic Foundation either 
in Ioannina, Athens, or Israel. Esther became very 
angry at me. She told me that my preference was to 
travel around the world for business and live in New 
York City rather than settling in a comfortable home 
with her in Ioannina. Finally, it was time to depart 
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for the airport and time to say good bye to Esther. 
It was an extremely difficult moment for both of us. 
Instantaneously Esther went upstairs to her bedroom 
and she returned holding in her hand the envelop 
with the U.S. $5,000. She offered this money as a 
gift to me which I did not accept. I refused her gift 
and she was unhappy with my refusal. My personal 
reasons were that I was holding in my briefcase large 
amounts of cash in U.S. Dollars from my paychecks 
and annual bonuses. I was also scheduled to travel in 
various Asian countries for several months and I had 
difficulties to carry a lot of cash with me. She gave me 
many hugs and kisses and she reminded me that the 
offer will always be available if I was willing to return 
and live permanently with her in Ioannina. 

During my return trip to Athens, I thought of the 
conversations with Esther from the previous weekend. 
I took away three key points, which are listed below: 


• Esther was in an excellent metal condition. She 
was taking care of her finances better than any other 
person. She had registered in her brains each financial 
detail. She knew what to do with the liquid assets and 
how to convert the local currency into U.S. Dollars 
and/or gold coins. 

• Esther, physically, was declining very slowly, and 
she really needed help. She did not accurately follow 
the medical advice from her doctors. 

• Esther was a determined individual with a very 
strong will and occasionally she had great difficulties 
changing her approach. Esther was successful in 
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most of her dreams and requests due to her strong 
character. Esther was also making every attempt to 
change one of her nephew’s or niece’s opinion and 
relocate to Ioannina. She was working very hard and 
continuously requesting help from any family member; 
however, no one was willing to return and live with 
her in Ioannina. Esther was not willing to relocate 
and live near her family in New York City. That was 
an impasse and an extremely difficult situation. 


Summer of 1984 

In summer of 1984, I called Esther from Israel 
asking her to travel to Athens so that we can spend two 
days together and she accepted. It was a very nice and 
comfortable visit. We had pleasant conversations and 
once again Esther returned to the familiar and well 
known topic which was what are my professional and 
personal plans. This time she emphatically told me to 
return and live with her in Ioannina. She demonstrated 
to me that I will have a very comfortable and better 
life than travelling or living in an apartment in New 
York City. She also stated that I will inherit the 
remaining assets after her death. I was very surprised 
with her direct request. As a suggestion, my response 
to her was that she should think very seriously about 
donating her assets to an existing foundation or 
establish one under their names because I was not 
ready, willing, and available to return and live with 
her in Ioannina. I also stated to her that donating 
the remaining assets demonstrates and expresses 
her thoughts as a quality individual, thankful to the 
people of Ioannina, with their names remaining alive 
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forever. Towards the end of our conversation, Esther 
looked at me with an angry face and asked me, once 
again, if this was my final response to her request. It 
was a very emotional conversation and she was very 
unhappy. Finally, I took Esther to the bus station for 
her return trip to Ioannina. After her bus left, I took 
a taxi to the airport for my flight to New York City. 

I was an eyewitness to Esther’s situation and I fully 
understood Esther’s needs to have a family person 
live with her in Ioannina. Those two visits gave me 
a total and complete picture of Esther’s life request 
and stubbornness. I also remembered my father who 
had approved my relocation to America without his 
will and heart. I had a childhood dream and I was 
not willing to abandon my dream. My father was a 
loving and good father, he really did everything for 
his children. Esther was one of my very best aunts in 
the world, unfortunately, we had different opinions 
regarding an independent life style and living 
locations. I respected and loved both. 

After my last two visits, the family had numerous 
telephone conversations regarding the donation of 
her assets to an existing or a new foundation. On 
each telephone conversation, she also referenced very 
kindly and respectfully the name of the woman who 
was taking care of her. Based on these discussions over 
the years, Esther decided to donate her entire fortune 
for the establishment of a foundation under their 
names for three reasons: (a) Esther and Joseph Gany 
earned the respect and trust of their fellow citizens 
because they had the quality of being thankful and 
grateful to others (b) Esther displayed her real love 
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and affection towards the lady and her daughters who 
became her loving family until her last moments and 
(c) Esther was ready to show their appreciation and 
gratitude to the city of Ioannina and the University 
thus establishing the “Foundation Joseph and Esther 
Gany” in perpetuity. Every member of her family 
was extremely pleased with her decision. Esther 
Gany proved to be a worthy and honorable citizen 
of Ioannina and she really displayed her gratitude 
towards the city, the university, and the people who 
cared for her. 
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JOSEPH S RESTING PLACE 



Joseph was born in Turkey (city not known) in 1898. 

He was an import/export business man and he travelled in 
Greece and America for business and pleasure. He married 
Esther after the liberation and they moved to his home at 
Soutsou 26 Ioannina. He died in Ioannina on January 6 
1 962. This is his gravestone with his photograph embedded 
in the Jewish cemetery of Ioannina. 
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ESTHER’S RESTING PLACE 



Esther was born in Arta in May 1 912. She relocated to 
Patra with her family, and then married Yaakov Gabai and 
moved to Soutsou 44A Ioannina in 1936. The Jews were 
transported by the Nazis from Ioannina to Auschwitz on 
March 25 1 944. Esther was liberated and transferred to a 
hosptial in Stockholm Sweden. She returned to Patra and 
several years later she married Joseph Gany where he had his 
residence at Soutsou 26 Ioannina. Eshter died in her home 
in Ioannina in May 1 999. This is Esther’s grave located in 
the Jewish cemetery of Ioannina. This photo was taken by 
her nephew and niece David and Gail in August 2015. 
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Reasons for 
the Foundation 


Esther understood that no one from her family was 
willing to return and live with her permanently in 
Ioannina. Esther also had numerous discussions in 
person and via telephone calls with her sister, nephews, 
and niece for several years regarding the disposition 
of the fortune after her final departure. For years, 
Esther requested that a nephew or a niece return and 
live with her in Ioannina. Unfortunately, the answer 
always was negative. Each person had established a 
very comfortable and modern life style in New York 
City. Many times, the family suggested to her to 
relocate and live in New York City near her family. 
Esther did not approve of the family’s suggestion 
because New York is a large city with a different 
language and far away from her friends and the life 
that she knew. Esther was an individual who loved 
the city of Ioannina. She lived in the city for many 
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years; she had several good and trustworthy Jewish 
and Christian friends. She knew every street and 
section of the city including her neighbors. She spoke 
the language and she was extremely comfortable. 

Esther did not have any children with either 
husband. Yaakov Gabai did not have any nephews or 
nieces from any member of his family. Esther loved 
her nephews and niece and they loved her until the 
end of her life. Her nephews and niece together 
with her sister Betty relocated to the United States 
of America in 1956. Esther was extremely unhappy 
with the relocation of her family to faraway places. 
Her sister Betty married a Holocaust survivor named 
Sam Elias in New York City and they visited Esther 
in Ioannina several times together with the nephews 
and niece. Esther visited the family in New York City 
in 1971. Esther had several nephews and nieces from 
Joe’s family. However, they were born and lived in 
New York and California. One of Joe’s nieces visited 
Esther in Ioannina after the death of her uncle. She 
was a licensed Pharmacist and she was married to a 
wealthy husband. There were several nephews and 
nieces living in New York City and they were wealthy 
as well. 

Esther did not appreciate New York City’s life 
style. The city was big, noisy and she did not have 
her friends and neighbors. Every family member 
excluding her sister was working and they were 
not available for daily visits and conversations. Her 
nephew David was in a travel status due to his 
profession and business responsibilities. Each family 
member lived in New York City and in a very good 
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neighborhood. Esther described New York City’s 
living conditions as a very polite and free jail. Esther 
had numerous conversations with the entire family and 
with each person individually and collectively. Quite 
frequently, she suggested to her nephews and niece 
the idea of returning and living with her in Ioannina. 
Unfortunately, the answer was negative and Esther was 
very unhappy and disappointed with their response. 
The same conversation was repeated numerous times 
and she always received the same negative response. 
Numerous times, her family suggested to donate the 
remaining fortune to an existing foundation in Israel 
or to establish a new foundation under their names in 
the city she loved admired and lived for many years. 
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Foundation - 
Status 


The Foundation is managed and directed by seven 
directors, which are (a) the president (b) the vice 
president (c) the secretary (d) the treasurer (e) three 
directors. The directors are members of the Medical, 
Financial, and Legal professions as well as the woman 
who cared for Esther for seventeen years. Esther 
wrote in her will that Panagiota Themeli serves as 
a permanent director and no one will ever remove 
her from that position. Esther also requested that her 
older daughter will be the permanent administrator 
of the Foundation. The Foundation maintains 
Esther’s original furniture, photos, silverware, and her 
personal clothing. She stated the key criteria for the 
establishment of the Foundation (a) the house will 
be a gift to the University of Ioannina thus becoming 
the research center, (b) It will stage performances 
and exhibits selected by the directors and given by 
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famous artists each year. Initially they invited the 
Israel Philharmonic to play for the invited guests, (c) 
It will award an annual scholarship to the selected 
individual who lives, studies, and remains in Ioannina 
upon completion of his/her studies. The current 
results of the scholarships are: The first scholarship 
was given to an individual who became a doctor and 
now is working for a hospital in Ioannina. Another 
scholarship was given to an individual who is doing 
cancer research. 
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Our First Visit 
to the Foundation 


Overview 

I had visited many countries during my professional 
and personal life. However, I was concerned and 
hesitant to return to Greece and specifically Ioannina 
and Patra after 30+ years absence. I did not know how 
would I feel seeing, once again, the familiar streets 
and neighborhoods without any member from my 
families from the past years. Gail never visited Greece 
although she had traveled extensively in Europe 
before she met me. One day, Gail was looking in 
the internet and she identified an Escorted Trip to 
Greece organized by the Museum Director of a Jewish 
Center located on 280 Broome Street New York. Gail 
spoke to me and instantaneously I called the Museum 
Director. Without a thought or hesitation, I decided 
and registered both of us for the Escorted Trip to 
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Greece in 2014. Gail was totally surprised because 
she knew my hesitation visiting my birth country. The 
itinerary was excellent and we visited Thessaloniki, 
Metsovo, Ioannina, and Athens. It was my first trip to 
Greece after several years of absence and Gail’s first 
ever trip to Greece. Gail and I extended the trip for 
an additional week visiting Patra, my birth town. I 
became the tour guide and I took Gail thru the streets 
and neighborhoods the Baruch family was living, my 
father’s business location, the local Jewish Synagogue, 
and finally the Jewish Cemetery. It was an emotional 
trip. Our visit to Ioannina follows: 


Ioannina - 34 years of absence 

Thursday, June 26 2014 

The group arrived in Ioannina and checked into the 
Hotel Dulac, which was a very nice modern hotel with 
restaurants and an outdoor swimming pool. Initially 
I did not recognize this city because I found myself 
in a large cosmopolitan setting with new high rises, 
shopping areas, many restaurants and coffee shops 
everywhere. It was not the small town where I spent 
several summers visiting Uncle Joe and Aunt Esther. 
After settling in our room, my first question to the 
Front Desk Personnel was how far away are we from 
Soutsou 26 Street? The response was approximately 
15 minutes of walking distance. On the same evening 
the group had a scheduled dinner in a restaurant 
which was located near the Lake. When we arrived 
in the restaurant immediately, I left the group and 
walked a block away where I saw my aunt’s house in 
good condition with a framed plaque named “The 
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Foundation of Joseph and Esther Gany”. I stared 
at the plaque for a minute or two and mentally I 
had a dream that I was visiting my uncle and aunt 
in their home for a family vacation. Then my dream 
disappeared and I instantaneously faced reality I also 
noticed two women sitting outside their homes looking 
at me like I was a criminal person. They became at 
ease and friendly after I initiated a conversation in 
Greek. They knew my aunt quite well and they told 
me stories. My emotions were great upon hearing this 
connection. I returned to the restaurant and described 
my findings to Gail who was so very surprised and 
eager to return with me to the house. 


Friday, June 27 2014 

Gail and I visited my aunt’s house, which now 
was the Foundation of Joseph and Esther Gany. I 
rang the doorbell and the young lady looked thru a 
curtain wondering at the strange visitors. She finally 
opened the door and we introduced ourselves. She 
knew my aunt and her family quite well. She was 
pleasantly surprised to see us. We had a long and 
emotional conversation. She later gave us a tour of 
the Foundation. Each room became a library. Each 
library contained books for one subject such as: books 
describing the lives and history of the Jewish people 
of Ioannina as well as the Jewish people of Greece 
and other countries around the world. Another room 
contained the documented results from research done 
by the University students. Another room maintained 
medical books donated by the University and used for 
research purposes. The Foundation also maintained 


121 


ESTHER S STORY 


the donated works prepared by local and famous 
artists. Personally, it was an emotional visit to follow 
the walk thru of my aunt’s house. It was the same 
house where I spent several summers with a great 
and loving family. Physically I was in my aunt’s house 
looking at every room as the coffee chit chat room 
or the bedroom or the living room etc. Mentally I 
was not looking at any room as a library. I was also 
looking at every room as it had been, such as the 
summer bedroom or family room or dining room and 
the winter living room. I had great difficulties to view 
these rooms as library rooms. I was physically present 
but mentally absent remembering our walks to the 
square or to a restaurant near the Lake for dinner for 
a nice evening with family and friends. Suddenly, the 
doorbell rang and I opened the door like it was my 
aunt’s house without realizing that house was already 
donated and it was now the Foundation. I opened 
the door and I saw some of our fellow travelers. I 
welcomed them into the Foundation. Reality came 
back to me, immediately, and I realized that the 
young lady was the responsible individual to give 
the tour of the Foundation. She observed me and 
understood that I was dreaming having a visit with 
my family. She immediately allowed me to describe 
my aunt’s house as I knew it many years ago. My 
description to the group was short and emotional 
because my thoughts were with my uncle and aunt. 
She continued the tour of the Foundation from room 
to room and she answered all questions. The group 
took some photos and several individuals observed 
me and understood my emotions. After the group 
left, the young lady called her mother who cared for 
my aunt for approximately 17 years. I spoke to her 


122 


FOUNDATION 


mother on the telephone and she suggested meeting 
us as soon as possible. Gail and I met the mother 
and her daughters on Friday afternoon in our hotel. 
I had lengthy conversations and her mother told me 
several stories from my aunt’s life and specifically 
during her last days in the hospital and in her home 
with doctors visiting and examining her three times 
a day. The mother was living with my aunt and the 
daughters were present most of the day reading books 
and newspapers to my aunt. It was a lengthy and 
emotional discussion. The conversations were in the 
Greek language. Gail was talking to her daughters 
and they were taking some photos. Later, we joined 
the group for the scheduled meeting to attend Friday 
night services in the synagogue with members of the 
Jewish Community. A local congregant performed 
the services. Prior to the services the group had the 
opportunity to tour the synagogue. We saw a series of 
marble plaques inscribed on each of them the names 
of all Jewish persons from Ioannina who perished 
in Auschwitz and Birkenau, among them my Uncle 
Yaakov Gabai, Esther’s first husband. The services 
were emotional and the attendees’ eyes were tearful 
throughout. There was also a Friday night group 
dinner with local food and music catered in our hotel. 
Some members of the Jewish Community attended 
this dinner. 


Saturday, June 28 2014 

The group went to a restaurant on the other side 
of the Lake and we enjoyed a delicious lunch with 
local food. After lunch the members did sightseeing, 
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shopping, and then returned to the hotel or adventured 
around Ioannina for the rest of the day. I, once again, 
had great memories visiting the Lake with the family 
and friends. I remembered the trip to the Lake and the 
surroundings areas extremely well. I had taken this 
trip several times with my uncle and aunt using the 
old and small boats going back and forth. We went by 
the Lake to have lunch or dinner several times during 
each visit. Many times, we spent the entire afternoon 
there with friends enjoying the peaceful and green 
locations. Every spot on that side of the Lake was 
and continues to be vivid and a memorable one. On 
Saturday night Gail and I, once again, met the mother 
and daughters who told us additional stories of my 
aunt and the Foundation. On Sunday morning, June 
29 2014, the group left for Athens. 
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This was Esther’s house located on Soutsou 26 Ioannina. 
She donated her house to the Foundation of Joseph and 
Esther Gany. This picture was taken in August 2015. 



VISIT TO THE FOUNDATION 



David and Gail are searching the decorated wall of pictures 
that display members of the Baruch, Gabai, and Gany 
families. Gail is trying to associate faces wth names that she 
heard previously, and is learning details of Esther’s story. 
This photo was taken in the Foundation 
the summer of 2015. 



PHOTOS FROM IOANNINA 



David, Yiota, and her daughters Lambrini and Georgia 
at Hotel Dulac. This photo was taken during our 
first meeting on Friday, June 29 2014. 

David was interested to hear stories about Esther, including 
her health and mental status during her last days. 



FOUNDATION 


Our Visits to the 
Concentration 



Esther’s life story will not be completed without 
my observations and memories from visiting the 
concentration camps so that I will have my personal 
view of these horrible camps. Esther was a Holocaust 
Survivor and she spent several months of living in 
those camps doing hard labor. In the summer of 2002 
and 2015, Gail and I visited the concentration camps 
because it was important to eyewitness these camps 
designed by the Nazis for the extermination of the 
European Jews. The entrance of each concentration 
camp gave me and almost any visitor a sad and 
depressed appearance because it was surrounded with 
double row of electrified wires thus preventing the 
prisoners to escape. It was an emotional visit due 
to the memory and the persecution of six million 
persons because they were born of Jewish persuasion. 
Initially the entire group visited each barrack which 
was identified by nationality. Finally, we arrived in the 
barrack for the Greek Jews. As I was walking thru 
the barrack, I noticed a hand-written log which was 
displayed in an enclosed glass case. I looked at the log 
and the names looked familiar. I stared at the log for 
several minutes and once again I found that the names 
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were very familiar to me. They were relatives from 
my grandmother’s family before they were directed 
to the extermination station to be gassed and their 
bodies were thrown in the ovens. These names were 
Esther’s first and second cousins. Instantaneously 
I remembered Esther’s stories and specifically the 
shower story, which was that each inmate was ordered 
to take a shower on a weekly or infrequent basis. 
The inmate was getting undressed in the barrack 
and walked outside to the shower place without any 
clothes. After the shower the inmate returned to the 
barrack wet and dried from the cold weather. 

I was there by myself because the rest of the group 
continued their tour and they had not noticed my 
absence until a few minutes later when my wife was 
looking for me. She found me and I told her the story, 
so she returned with me to look at the hand-written 
log with their names. That was a memorable moment. 
It will be remembered and will remain vivid for life. 
We also visited Birkenau and we saw the barracks, the 
trains transporting the Jews from various countries, 
the extermination stations, and the large and deep pits 
where bodies were thrown. It was an unforgettable 
and emotional day for me. 

Our visit to the concentration camps provided us 
and specifically me with vivid lessons to remember 
the Holocaust and the six million Jewish people who 
perished. Any person visiting these camps understands 
Hitler’s immoral conduct without respect for the 
human rights or human life of the Jewish people. 
Visiting the camps or reading material prepared from 
those visits becomes an excellent lesson to the future 
generations for a better and kinder society. 
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Auschwitz and Birkenau 

My observations from visiting the concentration 
camps reminded me of Esther’s stories about her life 
under the Nazis. The road to death for the six million 
Jewish men, women, and children was brief and it is 
presented below in seven steps: 

• On March 25th 1944, the Nazis ordered the 
Jewish people from Ioannina to gather in Castro. 

• Esther and Yaakov Gabai left their home at S outsou 
44A and walked warily towards the designated area 
of Castro. 

• Esther and Yaakov Gabai met the remaining 
1,850 Jews from Ioannina forced to follow the next 
orders from the Nazis. 

• All Jews from Ioannina were collected and 
transported to the concentration camps in the most 
inhumane way. Within minutes the entire Jewish 
Community of Ioannina disappeared. 

• Nazis intentionally scheduled the prisoners’ 
arrival in these camps late at night. 

• Nazis identified the prisoners for hard labor 
treating them with a brutal, cruel, and vicious 
approach like slaves and with minimum nutrition. 

• Nazis also identified the prisoners unable to work 
and directed them to the shower rooms which were 
located next to the gas chambers and then to the 
crematorium. 


The following photos were taken during our visits to the camps. 



TIIE ENTRANCE TO AUSCHWITZ 



In the early morning of March 25 1 944, Esther and 
Yaakov Gabai left the comfort and luxury of their home 
with whatever they could carry and walked from Soutsou 
44A to the designated area in Castro. They arrived at their 
destination where the Jews ofloannina stood silently and 
wondering what was next. The Nazis transported them via 
trucks to Trikala, Larissa, and then to Auschwitz. It was a 
horrible journey. Several days later, they entered the gate of 
this camp. The Nazis intentionally scheduled their arrival 
at night. They were exhausted, thirsty, hungry, worn out, 
and totally, confused. They did not know where they were. 

In August 2002, we (David and Gail) scheduled a visit 
to the concentration camps. This is the gate of Auschwitz’s 
concentration camp. The inscription on the iron sign states 
in German Arbeit macht frei” which translates to “ Work 
will make you free”. On January 27 1945, Russian troops 
liberated Auschwitz where hundreds of thousands of Jews 
had perished. 


Esther, I remember you. 

Esther, we remember you and the six million Jews. 



AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP 



David and Gail inside Auschwitz camp on August 
2002. The Nazis surrounded the camp with double rows 
of electrified barbed wire fencing to keep prisoners from 
escaping. There is a sign with “HALT!” “STOP!”. The 
railroad tracks also were surrounded with rows of electrified 
wires. It is difficult to understand that the prisoners 
had the strength and courage to do hard labor and 
live under the most atrocious conditions in 
a barbaric enviroment conceived by Hitler. 


AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP 



AUSCHWITZ 1940-1945 

' £££££££? jjnraowsa oette 

-OD 1942 R BYE R0WNE2 CENTRUM 
ZAGLADY EUROPEJSKJCH 2YD6W 

-THE BIGGEST NAZI CONCENTRATION 
CAMP FOR PRISONERS OF VARIOUS 
NAHONAUnES 

-swa 1942 IT WAS A CENTER FOR 
EXTERMINATION OF EUROPEAN EWS 


Auschwitz 1 940-1 945 

David and Gail scheduled two journeys visiting the 
concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau in 
August 2002 and in August 201 5. This photo states and 
symbolizes Auschwitz as the largest concentration camp 
for prisoners of various nationalities. It was the center 
for exterminating the European Jews. One of the first 
transports of Greek Jews from Athens to Auschwitz 
was on April 14 1 944. 


AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP 



A 








Jewish women were driven to the gas chambers 
upon their arrival to the camp. 


The washroom where women stripped before execution. 



AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP 



The crematorium furnace in the camp 
containing the first gas chamber. 




TIIE WALL OL DEATH IN AUSCHWITZ 



The Nazis erected a wall for the shooting of Jews. 

This photo was taken during our (David and Gail’s ) visit 
to the concentration camp August 20 2015. 
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Iii memory of m\ dearest Aunt Eshter, 
a Holocaust Survivor 



This photo of Esther and Joseph Gany was taken on 
their wedding day in the synagogue in Patra summer of 1950. 



